Concept hierarchies are frequently used to simplify the retrieval of Clinical Practice Guidelines (CPGs). However, CPGs need to be manually classified by physicians. Automated systems based on supervised learning are not satisfying, since usually training sets are not provided or too small. We propose and unsupervised model, referred to as TaxSOM, that supports the physician during the classification task, even when no labeled examples are available. This model exploits lexical and topological information on the hierarchy to elaborate classification hypotheses for any given CPG.
The Domain: Clinical Practice Guidelines (CPGs) 1 CPGs are increasingly common in clinical medicine for prescribing the rules that a physician should follow 1 The interest is in accurate retrieval of CPGs at the point of care reference vectors are built through the encoding of all keywords in the current node and in all its ancestors
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